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which, as he says, many of the most tragic mis-
carriages in human history have been ..due, no
sooner had practical and first hand experience of the
Government of India, than he arrived at precisely
the same conclusion as that at which half a century
earlier John Stuart Mill arrived.

Mill, with no little study and experience of
Indian affairs, saw that * Britain was becoming
increasingly democratic, was convinced from his
extensive historical studies that no democracy could
govern a dependency with probity and wisdom, and
regarded with apprehension the prospect of Indian
affairs coming within the sphere of party intrigue
and Parliamentary interference, It was he who ably
vindicated the rule of the East India Company,
and drew up a memorandum of the improve-
ment in the administration of the country made in
the thirty years preceding its transference to the
^ Crown. In this able State paper he claimed and
proved that the more attention was bestowed and
the more light was thrown upon India and its ad-
ministration, the more evident it became that the
Government of that country had been not only one
of the purest in intention, but one of the most bene-
ficent in act, ever known among mankind, and he
dwelt upon the happy independence of the adminis-
tration from Parliamentary influence and control
He made no scruple of avowing his opinion that
democracy must come to grief in attempting to